Our profession is divided into two grand divisions, viz. The operations on the natural teeth, and the manipulations required to replace these organs when they have been lost.
[J an't, To the mechanical division belong all the manipulations required to make artificial substitutes, and the apparatus necessary to correct the irregularities of natural teeth.
In the first division, nearly all of our eminent dentists are engaged, and they find sufficient to occupy all their time, without leaving them any to devote to the mechanical branch. It is, therefore, mostly performed by the younger members of the profession, or by others who have not been able to obtain a sufficient amount of operating to employ all their time. I allude now to the mechanical manipulation required to make artificial substitutes. I know that nearly every dentist has more or less artificial work done, but there are very few, except those alluded to above, who do it with their own hands. 
